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Designing the American City: Civic Aspirations and Urban Form


From Suburb ñ to ñ Suburbia ñ to ñ (Sub)urbanized Regions



Universalizing the Suburb:
Lecture #13


Frank Lloyd Wright and Broadacre City
March 19, 2002

Moving from the idea of the suburb as a small finite environment and ‘refuge from the city,’ or as a ‘parallel world’ free of the frictions and constraints of the nearby city, we encounter among the first conceptualizations of low-density settlement as the desirable replacement for traditional urban concentration.  

A.
Dividing Mankind into ‘Wanderers’ & ‘Cave Dwellers’

Frank Lloyd Wright’s parable on behalf of his conviction that the natural tendency for people was to disperse rather than live in crowded cities.

B.
Introducing Frank Lloyd Wright (1867-1959)


The Prairie School Tradition:  
Merging home and landscape


Four contributions in the 1930ís: 
House at Falling Water, Bear Run, PA







Johnson Wax Headquarters, Racine, WI







Founding the Taliesin Fellowship







Introducing the idea of Broadacre City

C.
Describing the Idea of Broadacre City (first published in 1932)

“Everywhere or Nowhere”



Frank Lloyd Wright, 1932


“Given the simple exercise of several inherently just rights of man, the freedom to decentralize, to redistribute and to correlate the properties of the life of man on earth to his birthright ñ the ground itself ñ and Broadacre City becomes reality.” (FLW, ‘35)

“…so built in sympathy with Nature that a deep feeling for the beauty of the terrain would be a fundamental qualification for the new city-builders.”
(FLW, ‘45)

“The outcome of the cities will depend on the race between the automobile and the elevator, and anyone who bets on the elevator is crazy.”


(FLW, ‘54)
D.
Technological Advances Which Inspired Wright to Envision Broadacres


The inexpensive car / interstate highway system / universal electricity / radio, telephone & other electronic forms of communication / mass production

E.
Environments which Inspired Wright to Envision Broadacrs


Chicago / Los Angeles / Phoenix

F.
Setting Broadacre City into Depression-era American Intellectual Theory


And Broadacres as a 1930s preview of the next half-century of suburbanization.

