Irna Philips, 
creator of the 1st Radio Soap Opera
    "The history of the soap opera begins on radio, where all roads lead back to the former schoolteacher who could be called the inventor of the soap genre, Irna Phillips" (Procter and Gamble). Irna Phillips created serial dramas that gyrated around the foundation of the family and portrayed the ideal of a secure family unit, and the destructiveness its members can unconsciously wreak on one another. In the summer of 1952, Irna Philips known as the "Queen of the Soap Opera" brought her inspirational radio drama The Guiding Light to television. By doing so, she included a visual dimension to the trials of the wise immigrant Papa Bauer and his daughter-in-law Bert (Jim Cox).

     As The Guiding Light became a rising success, she decided to create another serial that would attract her audience. A number of radio's daytime serials are "notable more for their longevity and popularity than for the names behind them" (Procter and Gamble). These soaps illustrate the diverse plotlines that were heard on daytime radio. Four years later, Philips's groundbreaking serial As the WorldTurns made its debut and introduced the Hughes family. The "Hughes's were portrayed as a family whom for forty years brought wisdom and devotion to its members and to the community of Oakdale, Illinois" (Procter and Gamble ). In the premiere story line of Philips's later project named Another World in 1964, the Matthews household "struggled over their daughter Pat's unplanned pregnancy and subsequent murder of her boyfriend" (Procter and Gamble). So anyone can easily acknowledge that Irna Philips was indeed a talented and gifted individual who knew what her audience enjoyed and how to make her serials increase of years to come.

    Even though Philips produced and had to run several serials at a time, she nevertheless managed to keep her work under control regardless of only having a few workers functioning these projects with her. Philips 'generated about two million words per year" and was determined to keep her audience engrossed in every plot which carried each storyline (Procter and Gamble). 

Please note that this was a talented woman and below are some of her most prominent programs from the earlier periods: 
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