The Garden City

At the end of the nineteenth century Ebenezer Howard, the English inventor (as he

liked to be called) reacted to the industrial city as follows:“As I passed through the narrow dark streets, I saw the wretched dwellings in which the majority of the population lived, I observed on every hand the self seeking order of society.

The sunlight is being more and more shut out, while the air is so vitiated that the fine public buildings, like the sparrows, rapidly become covered with soot, and the very statues are in despair.” Howard did not like the industrial city of his time (for good reason) and he invented an alternative that he described in his book Garden Cities of Tomorrow, published in 1898. As Lewis Mumford acknowledged, it did more than any other single book to guide the modern town planning movement and to alter its objectives.The Garden City consisted of a central core of 1,000 acres incorporating grand avenues, cultural facilities and a central park surrounded by 5,000 acres of agricultural land, as illustrated in photo 14. Howard had declared that “town and country must be married and out of this joyous union will spring a new hope, a new life, a new civilization.”What did spring out of it was a system of land use planning that favoured sub-urban life to that of cities.
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